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The MCS and small wind technical standards

MCS: microgeneration certification scheme

David Sharman

david.sharman@ampair.com
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MCS basics

• Principles

• Independent certification

• Code of conduct

• Self financing

• Beneficial to consumer

• In place mid 2007

• Steering committee:

• BWEA, EST, REA, MPC, STA, etc

• Wind sub-committee

• Ampair, Proven, QR, Marlec, Iskra, 

(Windsave)

• Sundog, Centrica, Ecotricity, 

• TUV-NEL, EST, BRE, DTI, NaREC
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MCS wind details

• Installer fee £1800

• -£900 subsidy

• +£600 per extra 

technology

• £1000 annual

• Product fee £1800

• £0 subsidy

• £1000 annual

• 2008+

• £350 listing fee

• Other body fee

EGM-07-041

(pinciples & operation)

MIS 3003

(wind-installation)

MCS-006

(wind-product)

MCS-011

(product certification)

MCS-001

(installer certification)

BWEA Small Wind Standard

BS EN 61400-12-1: 2006:

Power measurement

BS EN 61400-11:2003:

Acoustic noise 

BS EN 61400-2:2006: 

Design requirements 

EST CE 72: Guidelines

G83 & G59

(Grid connection)

BS 7671

(Wiring regulations)

BS EN 61400-2:2006: 

Design requirements 
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MCS status

Name change

• MCS: Microgeneration Certification Scheme (not limited to UK) + BERR logo

Installers

• Installer scheme launched May 07; over 300 applicants

• First certificates have been awarded and many of the assessments are underway

• Those on Clear Skies list who do not apply by 31 January 2008 not eligible for LCBP

Products

• BERR notified Microgeneration Certification Scheme (products) to the European 

Commission, under the Technical Standards Directive (98/34/EC): assessment is ongoing

• Meanwhile practical application of the standards under the scheme will continue but the 

Microgeneration Scheme Certification Mark cannot be used

• For LCBP grants BERR will accept product certificates issued by BRE, as well as products 

already listed on the Clear Skies product list

Chris Beedel, BRE (30 Nov ‘07)
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Noise and the GPDO

• Noise is an issue

• Close to an industry led 

solution

• Very clear test protocol

• Very tight acceptable 

criteria

• GPDO might be law:

• April ‘08

• October ‘08

EARLY DRAFT

(courtesy TUV-NEL)
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International harmonisation

IEC 61400:2 2006 design standard

BWEA standard

IEC 61400:12 2006 power standard

AWEA standard

IEA standard

Ixx standard

ABC standard

IEC 61400:11 2003 acoustic standard

IEC 61400: .... 2009

SAP 2005 (wind)

Global effort

time now


